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A word from our

President

Sequoia Region - Zone 7

Dear Members,

2021 has been a much better year for
the Club than 2020.
We are all feeling less stress just by getting outside and seeing the sights we have
in our local region.
Tami and I flew to Maui for our 41st Anniversary. We had great relaxing time (near
normal) vacation.
As you will see in this Newsletter edition,
our Club has been active. Autocross is coming off 2 months of drawing larger than ever
numbers of drivers. Tours have been full
and with many new cars and faces. Cars
and Coffee is at capacity with cars and
now seeing members that we have not
seen in a year thanks to the vaccines.
2021 is halfway over and we need to plan
for the balance of the year. Cindy Suarez
has Social Dinners scheduled but needs
help finding places that will take a group of
our size. Our normal places are being ridiculous on their requirements of a minimum
cost to have event (to the tune of
$3,500+) This does not work for us. Our
typical dinner is around 40 people at $40
($1,600) So if you know of a place that
would accommodate our group size and
budget, please let Cindy know.
Elections will take place in October and I
will not be running for the Board or any positions available, so we need to start looking
for others to step up and get involved to
keep our club growing and thriving. Randy
Ames and Larry Kirlin are willing to do so,
but then we need people to start taking over
Autocross and Tours. Please contact them
or me if interested.

Zeitung

One of our biggest events is Oktoberfest.
We plan for September 25th for this annual
dinner and car show (presuming catering is
still able—no changes in COVID rules.)
I always look forward to our Saturday
Cars and Coffees to see our old and meet
our new members (we are up by over 22
new members this year). If you have just
joined make sure you look for me and Dan
Morris (New Member Mentor) so we can get
you hooked up with emails and text blast
that Antonio Panzera (Webmeister) can
send you alerts and blasts for our events so
you do not miss out on the fun we have
driving and sharing good times with good
people.

Regards,

Dave Ogden
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Le er from the Editor
Hallo!
I’ve missed seeing my fellow Porsche Club enthusiasts these past three
months, as well as many of our Club’s ﬁne events! Time deﬁnitely got away
from me as I went seeking adventure on a couple personal trips.
I excitedly decided to hop in my 2012
Panamera S, and take oﬀ on the great
American Road trip for 3 weeks‐ SOLO!
Some of my friends thought me insane!
Some called me, “Brave!” I love exploring
and a good challenge!
Checking oﬀ many of my “Bucket List”
items along the way, I comfortably hit
Sedona, Taos, Galveston, New Orleans,
St. Augus ne, Amelia Island, Savannah,
Myrtle Beach, Charleston, Asheville, Nash‐
ville, and other ci es, as well as a few Na onal Parks along the way (Arches,
Bryce, the Smokeys.) I hope to have me to write an ar cle about this trip
where my P‐car ran like a champ! It never let me down—even when I hit
snow, a torren al downpour, and the mother of all potholes in New Mexico!
I can’t wait to see you out there soon and hear your stories about your
adventures in your Porsche! Our cars draw us together, but it’s the people
that make our Club great!
Prost!
Susanne Waite
SequoiaPorscheSusanne@gmail.com
Submissions, Ideas, Ar cles and/or Photos submit to:
SequoiaPorscheSusanne@gmail.com

2014 Boxster 981
Owned by PCA Sequoia Club Members:
Sandy & Tess Schmeling
Photo taken in on Highway 45
Outside Mariposa, CA
by Sandy Schmeling

Please send your interes ng stories, crea ve photos, sugges ons and informa on you’d like to share with the Club. When doing so please include as
much informa on as possible (author’s name, photo credits, age and model
of car, owner’s name(s), loca ons and any other per nent informa on you
have gathered.)

seq.pca.org
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Member
Spotlight

April19,2021
Story By: Frank T.Gash,III

50 Years (almost) of Porsche Love
Having had ins lled in me that “never volunteer” mentality since my me in the military
ﬁ y years ago, I should have known be er that something was amiss when Randy Ames
had us all raise our hands at the end of the pre‐tour brieﬁng for the “Back Roads to Bass
Lake” tour on the morning of April 17, 2021.
A er a series of ques ons from Randy, I found myself to be the only one with my hand
s ll up.
As such, I apparently had won the “prize” (which of course was not announced in advance)
‐ge ng to write an ar cle for Zeitung regarding the history of one member’s associa on
with Porsche ownership. So here goes...
I bought my ﬁrst Porsche in late
1971, a three year old 911 coupe.
Having just been promoted to First
Lieutenant and drawing ﬂight pay
to boot, I had some money burning
a hole in my pocket. I was looking
to moving up in life from driving
my trusty old 1965 Triumph TR‐4
(which I’d had since college) to
something more exci ng.
At the me, I was sta oned at Nor‐
ton AFB in San Bernardino. Ever
since I arrived therefrom USAF
pilot training that summer,
I had been looking around the
Southern California area for a vehicle upgrade. Since I had only owned Bri sh sports cars
since ge ng my driver licensein 1963, I was actually leaning towards buying an XKE at the
me. However, when I saw that slightly used 911 on the lot one day at the Santa Monica
Porsche dealership, things changed.
A er taking her out for a test drive with the salesman, I knew that the me had come for
me to have a German sports car!
I traded in my TR‐4 that same day and drove back to the base in my very own Porsche 911.
Very cool!
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50 Years (almost) of Porsche Love
(Con nued)
Over the next couple years I drove that car all
over the place‐ to the mountains, to the de‐
serts, to the beach. Great car! She had six
Weber carburetors and could really move. It
was a con nuing challenge to keep her tuned
properly, but a great FAST car. I was sold on
Porsches.
Unfortunately, over me and increasing mile‐
age, maintenance issues became more and
more tedious (and expensive) and I reluctant‐
ly decided to sell the car in the fall of 1973.
My service commitment would be completed
the next year. I would be returning to Fresno
and law school and I knew that I wouldn’t be
able to aﬀord a Porsche as a mere law student on the GI bill.
On the other hand, I surely didn’t want to give up sports cars en rely. So, looking forward
to easier (and hopefully cheaper) maintenance, I then bought a 1966 Sunbeam Tiger. I re‐
built the engine at the base auto hobby shop and learned a lot about cars while doing so.
The Tiger was a cool fast car‐ Bri sh racing green paint job with a Ford V‐8 engine, roll bar,
and removable hard top. I kept the Tiger for several years but she just did not handle like a
911‐ way too nose heavy cornering. It has been said that one doesn’t really appreciate
things un l they’re gone. How true! I really missed that 911.
A er law school and ge ng my prac ce started, I knew it was me to get another Por‐
sche. I bought a four speed 1966 912 coupe in early 1980 and a ﬁve speed 1966 912 coupe
in 1981. They were both very nice cars that handled well, but they didn’t have the kick of a
911.
Eventually, I bought a 1973 911 Targa in 1984. It was great to have a REAL Porsche again! I
bought another in 1989, a coupe in 2000, my ﬁrst Cabriolet in 2008, and my present Cabri‐
olet in 2016 (2007 Carrera 4S) . My current beast has a six speed manual transmission and,
since Michelle doesn’t like to drive anything but automa cs, this car is all mine, all the
me.
There has always been some me magical about driving a 911. Every me that I have been
without one, I have dreamed about having one again.
I think I’ll keep this one!
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Tour
Lunch,M useum Tourand
Socializing

M ay 15,,2021
Story & Photos By:
BrentLooney

Estrella Warbirds Museum Run
It was a nice crisp May morning, cool breeze blowing, and Dave was in shorts.
It was going to be a good day.
17 cars met at the Manchester Center Starbucks parking lot, ready for Randy to
lead us on a nice drive down highway 41 to North 101 to East 46 in Paso Robles
to the Estrella Warbirds Museum.
The old highway 41 is a nice twisty road with fresh pavement, truly a joy to
drive. The only excep on to that is when you get stuck behind a hay truck going
10 MPH. At least he did eventually pull over for us to pass, unlike the U‐Haul’s
from a few years ago.
A er making our way to the Estrella Warbirds Museum, they had a nice lunch
ready for us, with tri‐ p, chili, rice, salad, garlic bread, and all the ﬁxins, even
ice cream and cookies for dessert
A er lunch, they handed out passes for the museum, for us to walk around and
see all the displays at our own pace. I didn’t even know this place existed, it’s
truly a hidden gem. They have a large outdoor sta c display area with various
military aircra , helicopters and troop transport vehicles. Even a tank turret to
climb in. They also have a large indoor display area showcasing various types of
custom hotrods, motorcycles and racecars ranging from dirt track, to NASCAR to
Indy cars, and a large building with military equipment, ordinance and other
equipment on display.
This is absolutely a great place to stop for a visit if you have a few extra hours in
Paso Robles, and you just can’t take any more great wineries.
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Sneak
Peek
G o take a test
drive atFresno
Porsche!
June 19,2021
Story By:Susanne W aite
Photos By:Ed Suarez

It’s about the ROAR of the Crowd,
not the Engine ‐ TAYCAN!

Is it the sleek body style, slanted windshield, commanding headlights that draw your
a en on to Porsche’s ﬁrst electric vehicle, the Taycan? Or, is it the cat like stance,
creeping quietly up on you like a ger stalking through the grass? Then you realize it’s
not creeping, it’s sprin ng like a Cheetah at full speed.
The Taycan is expected to be posh, stylish, and sport sweet lines just like any other
Porsche. Where it surprises you, is once you are behind the wheel! Don’t let the four
door sedan fool you – it drives like a svelte coupe! Smooth as glass, sharp handling
and G Force pick up that throws you back into your seats (whether leather or vegan,
they are cushy!)
CJ Wilson at Fresno Porsche excitedly shared his enthusiasm for the Taycan. He hon‐
estly shared he wasn’t too keen on an electric vehicle – un l, he drove the new Taycan
Turbo S in Barcelona at a Dealer Event. He said he was surprised at the 750 hp/774
pounds of torque, 2.6 seconds to 60 mph, (along with the ear‐to‐ear smile spread
across his face) that caused him to pivot right then and there! He’s now an admirer of
the silent beast!
A er lunch, yummy Sakura Chaya trays of goodness, we were invited to drive the
awai ng cooled Taycans. Interes ngly enough, they get be er distance out of the
ba eries in heat, and today, it was 108 degrees today – truly a car meant for Fresno!
Speaking of distance, the Taycan 4S has been proven by Car and Driver to have a range
of 270 miles before needing a charge.
Slipping behind the sporty steering wheel, into the leather wrapping around us, each
of us were given a 25 mile chance to drive, TRULY drive, this pouncing panther! The
look, the speed, and now the handling! It grips the corners and whips around with
agile moves. This car is not just a car, it’s an EXPERIENCE! One you need to drive to
understand! Did I men on, it’s a blast!?!
“Electric cars are the future, and the future is SO fun!” CJ Wilson gleamed. I agree!

It’s addic ng. You need to go drive it and ﬁnd out for yourself!
The new Taycan base
starts at just $80,000
and is eligible for a
California Clean Fuel
Reward of $1,500!
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Tour
Up to Squaw Valley!

June 19,2021
Photos By: Ed Suarez

Delilah Ridge Winery

Photo Credit: Ma Hans

2nd Half 2021 Tour Calendar
July 16‐19

Mammoth Lakes Tour

July 17

Three River’s Tour

August 21

Porsches to Pismo Tour

September 18

Wine Tour or Equinox Tour

October 16

Tarantula Tour

November 20t

Wine Tour

December

No Tour (Christmas Party)

NOTE: Due to COVID ‐
Some Tours may have
to be cancelled

Other Possibili es: Yosemite by moonlight dinner and tour, Christmas Tree Lane
and tour, or the Where’s Vern Mystery Tour

Porsche Parade at
French Lick, Indiana
July 11‐17, 2021;
porscheparade.org
PCA Werks Reunion,
Monterey, CA
August 13, 2021,
werksreunion.com
PCA Fall Treﬀen** at the
American Club,
Kohler, Wisconsin
October 13‐17, 2021;
treﬀen.pca.org

** Note that past Treﬀens
have sold out in as li le as
one hour due to their
growing popularity.
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Auto
Cross

On the Edge
Push Your Car to the Limits… Safely!
We held our third autocross event May 8th, at the Madera Airport. Although we had a small
group of par cipants, this was my favorite event since becoming the autocross chairman.
We only had 13 compe tors on course this weekend. I have to assume Mother’s Day made an
impact on our numbers. It certainly wasn’t the weather keeping people away. The skies were
blue, the weather was mild, and the breeze made you feel like you were on the coast.

M ay 8,2021
Story By:Larry Kirlin So what made this my favorite event? Well, it was a combina on of things. To begin, we have an

awesome group of crew and par cipants. People arrived well before the start me to lend a
hand se ng up the course. We had the en re ﬁeld set and ready before 8 am. To give you some
perspec ve, we are usually lucky to have it ready by 9:30 am. Being ready early created a relaxed
atmosphere and gave everyone plenty of me to walk the course, get their cars ready and not
feel rushed whatsoever.

“Yuval was our podium
winner. Kevin, always
the gracious
compe tor, rewarded
Yuval with a celebrato‐
ry shower in the face
from his garden
sprayer.”
“Thanks to all the
par cipants and crew
for a fabulous event!”

Once Tom Daugherty announced that the course was hot, the fun began. Mitchell Calloway
designed an all‐new course for us with some fast sweepers, a driver’s choice slalom, and a full
thro le ﬁnish. There were a lot of cones to navigate on the course and but a er a few runs,
everyone caught on and star ng chipping away at their elapsed mes. Right away we knew
the Top Time of the Day (TTOD) was going to be a close race between Dave Ogden, Kevin
Jones and Yuval De‐Medonsa. There was plenty of banter between them, making it even more
fun for everyone to watch.
Although his driving was ﬂawless, Dave’s, oops— Tammy’s— Boxster was no match for the
two all‐wheel drive 911s. In the end, and by a scant 0.2 seconds, Yuval was our podium win‐
ner. Kevin, always the gracious compe tor, rewarded Yuval with a celebratory shower in the
face from his garden sprayer.
Everyone was in good spirits and enjoyed watching these guys going for the top step on the
podium. But s ll, I haven’t go en to the ﬁnal, and most important reason I felt this was the
best event so far.

On the Edge
(Con nued)
They always say the PCA isn’t
just the cars, it’s the people.
That couldn’t be truer about the
autocross group.
Because we got an early start,
we ended before our lunch ar‐
rived. That gave everyone a
chance to clean up and gather
under the tents for some bench
racing and storytelling. Between
the weather, the companion‐
ship and the stories, there was
no place I would have rather
been at that moment.
It’s mes like these that I feel
fortunate to be part of this club
and can spend an a ernoon
shoo ng the breeze with good
friends.
Thanks to all the par cipants
and crew for a fabulous event. I
look forward to seeing every‐
one again.
Please contact me at
lakirlin@yahoo.com if you have
any ques ons or would like to
help with a future autocross
event.

AutoX Results:
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Social
Hom e of
Ed & C indy Suarez
Fresno,C A

June 13,2021
Photos By: Ed Suarez

PCA Dinner hosted by
Cindy & Ed Suarez

Zeitung
Sequoia Region - Zone 7

History

Retrospec ve
Dave and Sue Goerlich met while in high school, and were married soon a er they
graduated from college. They joined the Porsche Club in 1978 when Tony Maslowski (a

Thoughtful,
contem plative,
w istfulofthe past...

general contractor) was president, and was building a home next door to the Goerlichs.
They owned a 1967 911S which Sue, a teacher, drove to school every day. The ﬁrst
dinner mee ng they a ended was at the Villa Basque on Blackstone. They came into
the club full of energy, love for the car, and eager to jump in and be involved. There are
only six car‐owners s ll in the club today who were members when Dave joined…

M ay 29,2021
Story By:M argie Back
Historian

Kassabian, Brinker, Back, Gilpin, Pierce, and Zutler.
Dave’s current Porsche is a 1997 911 Turbo. Over the years, besides the 1967 911S, he
has owned a 1958 speedster, 1972 914, 1973 914‐6, 1975 911 Carrera. Dave, Sue, and
their sons Sco and Brian have been a true Porsche‐loving family. Sue passed away
seven and a half years ago; both sons live nearby.
For many years Dave was the Tour Chair for the club. Together with Sue, they planned
and led many wonderful overnight tours — to Mendocino, Fort Bragg, the Sierras,
to Pozo (where we engaged in some sort of contest in which the winner ended up in
the toilet...there’s more to that story) — as well as to Cayucos over the 4th of July
weekend when we all lined up along the street for front‐row parade watching, followed
by a barbecue. A few very special “hobby tours” introduced the club to a race car
collec on, popcorn machines, model trains, and other interes ng hobbies. They
a ended several Porsche Parades, traveling to Reno, Costa Mesa, Monterey, Texas,
and San Diego, at all of which he usually par cipated as a Concourse judge.

“They came into
the club full of energy,
love for the car, and
eager to jump in and
be involved. “
-Margie Black

He was the founder of the Greater Valley Concourse, and chaired that event for thirty‐
two years. They started out at the Griﬃn Ranch, moved over to the Fuji Farms, then the
Coombs Ranch, and the ﬁnal years were at Fresno State. There was always a fabulous
dinner the preceding evening in Old Fig. The last year this event raised $45,000 for
charity.
Dave also loves boats (Chris Cra , a Scarab, and a Ha eras) and collec ble cars (a
Mustang GT, a Ferrari, two street rods: ‘40 Mercury conver ble and a ‘40 Ford Coupe).
He has ﬂown radio modelers for years with Carl Kassabian, and is now a club member
and collector of vintage travel trailers. Cars and boats have always been a big part of
his life. Sue would always say, when he announced he was looking at another
purchase: “You sure we don’t have one of those already? Maybe a diﬀerent color?”
He a ends a lot of the Saturday Cars & Coﬀees and loves to “talk cars.” He has been a
big part of what makes us all say “it’s not the cars, it’s the people.”

Once again, none of the businesses men oned here are being endorsed by the local or na onal PCA!
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Social
C om e on outand m eet
yourfellow m em bers!
FIRST SATURDAY
Every m onth
Anytim e betw een
7 a.m .to 9:30 a.m .
RiverView Shopping
C enterby Starbucks
AtFriant& Fort
W ashington Roads
in Fresno,C A
You can’tm iss us!

Photo C redit:Ed Suarez

Cars & Coﬀee ‐ Fresno
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Social
C om e on outand m eet
yourfellow m em bers!
LastFriday
Every m onth
Anytim e betw een
6 pm to 8:30 pm
Usually in Hanford atthe
m allnearD unkin Donuts
(Location can change,so
keep up on ourW ebsite!)

Photo C redit:
Antonio Panzera

YOUR

YOUR

YOUR

Porsche

Porsche

Porsche

Here!

Here!

Here!

Zeitung COVER PHOTO Contest!
YOUR photo could be our next cover photo!
Seeking ar s c, stylized, unique high quality photos of
Porsches with the next Season’s Theme
for our next Quarterly Newsle er!
(Winner receives BRAGGING RIGHTS!)

Please send your submissions to
SequoiaPorscheSusanne@gmail.com
along with:
Year, Make, Model of the vehicle(s)
PCA Member Owner(s)’ name(s)
Their City/Town of Residence
Loca on of where the photo was taken
Photographer name

Keep a lookout - your shot may be the one featured!

Photo Collage by Ma Hans Pho

Cre
Susanne Waite

Adver sing Space Available!
For Sequoia PCA Members
At no charge.

Final size of ad and placement
loca on will be determined at
Editor’s discre on.

Member to supply a ready to
publish ad in a JPG ﬁle format.

Please contact Susanne Waite at
SequoiaPorscheSusanne@gmail.com
to send your adver sement ﬁle for
placement in the
next quarterly
newsle er.

Photo by Dave Ogden

In The Zone
June 24, 2021
Zone 7
Representa ve
Sacramento
Valley Region

By Colin Fat cfat1952@gmail.com

California Li s COVID Restric ons Eﬀec ve
June 15th:
The California Department of Public Health has eliminat‐
ed numerous COVID‐19 restric ons eﬀec ve June
15. The color‐coded er system for reopening business‐
es will be eliminated, allowing businesses to return to
more normal opera ons with fewer restric ons and limi‐
ta ons. One major change is that the State will adopt the
new mask recommenda ons recently issued by the Cen‐
ters for Disease Control and Preven on (CDC) sta ng
that people who are fully vaccinated no longer need to
wear face masks or physically distance in most outdoor
and indoor se ngs. This new guidance was based on
addi onal studies regarding the eﬀec veness of the vac‐
cines and the declining COVID cases that have resulted as
the distribu on of the vaccines con nues.

excep on that if the instructor is not fully vaccinated the
choice shall be le up to the student on whether to re‐
quest a fully vaccinated instructor, and vice versa. This
op on should be fully communicated before the start of
instruc on. However, if the track or the county in which
the event is held has more stringent COVID restric ons,
the most restric ve guidelines will prevail. For all other
events including tech sessions, dinner mee ngs, tours
and concourse events, no restric ons will apply unless
county restric ons or the venue in which the event is
held is more restric ve.

Regarding the con nued requirement for all par cipants
to con nue to sign the PCA Communicable Disease Waiv‐
For club ac vi es such as autocross and driver educa on er, PCA is s ll reviewing this issue and un l further no‐
ce, all events moving or otherwise will require
events, in car instruc on may now resume with the
a endees to complete the waiver.

In The Zone
(Continued)

In The Zone
(Continued)

In The Zone
(Continued)

In The Zone
(Continued)
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Contacts
Board Members
President -

Dave Ogden

559.250.1611

DOgden@hydratechcylinders.com

Vice President - Ed Suarez

559.977.4783

EdSuarez99@gmail.com

Treasurer -

Vern Simmons

559.227.2769

VernSimmons@Comcast.net

Secretary -

Debi Schmidt

559.930.4180

DJSchmidt13@gmail.com

Member -

John Paul

559.908.9297

John@jetstechnologies.com

Member -

Brent Looney

559.281.2480

looneybin5150@sbcglobal.net

Member -

Russ Weber

559.960.1958

RTWeber@hotmail.com

Commi ee Chairs
Autocross/HDPE/Track - Larry Kirlin

559.352.2441

LAKirlin@yahoo.com

Cars & Coﬀee - Fresno

Leon Malding

559.352.2441

LeonMalding@yahoo.com

Cars & Coﬀee - South

Antonio Panzera

559.362.4570

Antonio@pmcr.net

Compe

Larry Kirlin

559.908.6857

LAKirlin@yahoo.com

Dealer Liaison -

Ed Suarez

559.977.4783

EdSuarez99@gmail.com

Historian -

Margie Back

559.325.1291

MargieBack@icloud.com

Membership -

Debi Schmidt

559.930.4180

DJSchmidt13@gmail.com

Programs -

(Currently Seeking a Volunteer)

Public Rela ons -

Ed Suarez

559.977.4783

EdSuarez99@gmail.com

Social Events -

Cindy Suarez

559.999.6121

CindySuarez99@gmail.com

Tech/Safety -

Leon Malding

559.352.2441

LeonMalding@yahoo.com

Tours/Events -

Randy Ames

559.417.3323

Amestr@a .net

Webmeister -

Antonio Panzera

559.362.4570

Antonio@pmcr.net

on -

Sequoia Region Web Address: seq.pca.org

